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the States. As far as military strength went, they
were probably no losers by the change. But what
they wanted was to see Elizabeth committed to open
war with Philip, and that was just what she desired to
avoid. Indirect and underhand blows she was pre-
pared to deal him, for she knew by experience that
he would put up with them. Thus in the preceding
autumn she had despatched Drake on his famous ex-
pedition to the South Pacific.

Don John was succeeded by his nephew, Alexander
of Parma. The fine prospects of the revolted pro-
vinces were now about to be dashed. In the arts
which smooth over difficulties and conciliate opposition,
Parma had few equals. He was a head and shoulders
above all contemporary generals; and no soldiers of
that time were comparable to his Spanish and Italian
veterans. When he assumed the command, he was
master of only a small corner of the Low Countries.
What he effected is represented by their present
division between Belgians and Dutch. The struggle
in the Netherlands continued, therefore, to be the
principal object of Elizabeth's attention.

Shortly before the death of Don John, the Duke of
Alengon,1 brother and heir-presumptive of Henry in.
had been invited by the Belgian nobles to become
their Protector, and Orange, in his anxiety for union,
had accepted their nominee. Alengon was to furnish
12,000 French troops. It was hoped and believed
that, though Henry had ostensibly disapproved of his
brother's action, he would in the end give him open

1 He had received the Duchy of Anjou in addition to that of
Alenc.cn, and some historians call him by the former title.